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Present, claims 13 and 14 relate to the method of claim 12 further 
comprising steps of using a "test target protein" for Identifying a 
"test compound" which 1s useful 1n the treatment of CAD. Claim 15 
relates to the methods of claims 13 and 14 further comprising the step 
of formulating a test compound Into a pharmaceutical composition. The . 
methods of claims 13,14 and 15 are considered to comprise different and 
Irreconcilable types of processes, so that the subject matter for which ' 
protection is sought 1s not clearly defined (Art. 6 PCT). Moreover/ due 
to the fact that neither the "test target protein" of claims 13 and 14 
: nor the "test compound" of claim 15 are further defined and due to the 
fact that no specific examples of such "test target protein" or "test 
compound" are disclosed 1n the patent specification, a meaningful search 
for the different processes of claims 13-15 was not possible. 

Although claim 16 refers to a method of treatment of the human/animal 
body a search could have been carried out and based on the alleged 
effects of the compound. However due to reasons given below, such search 
was not possible. 

Present claims 16 and 17 relate to a compound wherein the compound is 
only defined by reference to a desirable characteristic or property, 
namely a compound being Identifiable by a method according to claims 13 
and 14. However, this functional feature defining the result to be 
achieved 1n connection with an indefinite structural feature, as is the 
case here, cannot assist 1n rendering the claim clear, since 1t still 
leaves open what exactly the subject-matter 1s for which patent 
protection 1s sought. This lack of clarity in the present case is such 
as to render a meaningful search over the whole of the claimed scope 
impossible. Due to the fact that the patent specification does not 
disclose any clear examples of such compounds, the lack of clarity (Art. 
6 PCT) is such that no search could be carried out for any subject 
matter covered by claims 16 and 17. 



Present claim 18 refers to a method which 1s only defined by a result to 
be achieved, namely "Identifying other components of the CAD biochemical 
pathway of which OXTR Is a component". The patent specification does not 
disclose any technical teaching of how to practice such method. 
Furthermore the term "the CAD biochemical pathway of which OXTR Is a 
component" 1s considered completely unclear. The method of claim 18 Is 
therefore considered neither clear nor supported (Art. 6 PCT). The lack 
of clarity and support 1s such that a meanlnful search of the subject 
matter claimed was not possible. 
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Inventions in respect of which no International search report has been 
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examination (Rule 66.1(e) PCT). The applicant 1s advised that the EPO 
policy when acting as an International Preliminary Examining Authority Is 
normally not to carry out a preliminary examination on matter which has 
not been searched. This. 1s the case Irrespective of whether or not the . 
, claims are amended following receipt of the search report or during any 
Chapter II procedure. If the application proceeds into the regional phase 
before the EPO, the applicant 1s reminded that a search may be carried 
out during examination before the EPO (see EPO Guideline C-VI/8.5), 
should the problems which led to the Article 17(2) declaration be 
overcome. 



